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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,  
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 
 

John McCrae, May 1915  
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WHOLE SCHOOL 
 

School Photographs 
 

Photographs are being collected on Monday 10th November. Most of you will have ordered online but 
for any who would like to order through the school they will need to be handed to Reception by 12pm at 
the latest. 
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Poppies 
 

This week KS3 Art Students have assembled their ceramic poppies in honour of those who fought in 
the First World War. 
 
The poppies are on display around the flagpole until the end of next week. 
 
Poppies are available to buy with a minimum donation of £5 with all funds raised going to the Help for 
Heroes Charity.  
 
If you would like to purchase a poppy, please email rachaelkillen@gatton-park.org.uk to reserve one 
and make payment at the school reception. 
 
I will email you when the poppies are available for collection. 

Rachael Killen 
Head of Art  

Biking to School 
 

Please can parents of students that cycle into school make sure that they are protected as the nights 
draw in with working lights? We have also had a few students cycling into school without cycle helmets 
since September and would like to request that parents of students cycling into school remind their 
child that they should be wearing them at all times.  

Learning Platform 
 

As of the start of this term the creators of our Learning Platform took their product offline. This has left 
us currently without the functionality that some parents had started to use well. We are currently 
looking into other systems that we hope will provide better communication between school and home 
but with any project of this size it is going to take time to get it working for us. We ask for your patience 
while we investigate this area further.  
 

Gary Bendall 
Senior Assistant Head 
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CHAPLAIN’S 300: ‘SEMPER MEMOR’ 
 

In 2004, the New Zealand government repatriated the remains of an 
unknown soldier killed in 1914, one of 30,000 New Zealanders to die in wars overseas, 
and among 9,000 with no known grave. The effect was extraordinary. About 25% of the 
population travelled to the capital to witness this event. 100,000 lined the streets of 
Wellington as the procession passed from Cathedral to Memorial. 10,000 queued 
overnight for the lying in state beforehand. The figures may not impress, but this is not 
London or New York. This is a tiny country. 

What had happened? By definition, the soldier was unknown. Why did so many uproot plans of a day or week, 
and pay attention? One could understand such focus in 1919, when England met her unknown warrior at 
Victoria Station (Platform 8), and processed to the Abbey, choked with recent horrors, fresh grief and loss. This 
sudden outpouring of empathy continued. It has become near impossible to fly to ANZAC Cove in April for the 
25th April, as seats are booked absurdly in advance by young Australians and New Zealanders desperate for 
historic places at historical moments. A similar fervour is seen in Canada. Something of it appears here, 
currently in the poppies bleeding into the moat of the Tower of London, evoking not merely World Wars, but 
endless blood, poured out in centuries, valiant or disgraceful by turn. 

People have become mindful, at least in this aspect. They have paused, heard or seen, 
and some understanding has dawned. At some level, they have awakened. The human 
spirit has a capacity to renew itself when least expected, and at a pace mystifying to 
those accustomed to proceeding by step or plod. We should be grateful for this, and 
water it when we find it. It may be that terrible conflicts could yet yield a legacy of peace 
and justice undreamed of by the millions who died in despair, and by those forced to 
mourn them into the dawn of another century. 

 

Chaplain’s Diary 

���� Sat 08 November 11:00 – ‘Partnership with Parents’ in the Colman Study of Gatton Hall 

���� Sun 09 November 09:00 - Service of requiem for the War Dead with the parish Act of 
Remembrance at St Andrew’s Church on Sunday 09 November. 

���� Tue 11 Nov 08:45 – Remembrance Day Service (Years 3-9) in the School Chapel, followed 
by an Act of Remembrance at the Flagpole. Parents and friends are welcome. 

���� Tue 11 Nov 10:30 – Public Remembrance Day Service (Years 10-13) in the School Chapel. 

All are welcome at the above events. 

Additional information may be obtained from PaulJOHNSTONE@gatton-park.org.uk 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL 

 

Star of the Week 

Autumn Term 

Week 5 

3C Cameron McCarthy  For being a pleasure to teach 

4M Maddie Jones For her enthusiasm in all lessons and being a 

helpful member of the class. 

5S Namish Mahadawoo For always having a positive attitude towards 

school and trying his best in every lesson. 

5W Matthew Bradburn For consistently being helpful and kind to other 

pupils and organising resources in the classroom. 

6P Pakriti Gurung For being supportive and helpful to those in 

need and for always trying her best in every 

aspect of school life. 

6L Phoebe Tidy 

 

For being a mature and responsible member of 

the class. 

The Golden Book 

Autumn Term 

Week 5 

Jorja Walker  3C For her fantastic Literacy Prep 

Hayden Kentfield 3C For his enthusiasm in all lessons. 

Henry Cosby 4M For brilliant effort and achievement during 

assessment week. 

Thomas Bickell 4M For rapid improvement in his reading levels. 

Libby Elphick  5S Great contributions in science and geography 

lessons. 

Kevaughn Johnson 5S Regularly produces fantastic work as a result of 

his persistent effort in all lessons. 

Kailen Gill  5W For consistently producing good work in his 

Literacy and super handwriting. Well done 

Luke Betts  5W For consistently good effort in Numeracy over 

the past three weeks. Well done. 

Keira Oyungi  and 

Suzie Hobbs  

6L For an excellent role play on bullying. 

Leo John Baker 

 

6L For excellent results in his Literacy 

assessments. 

Courtney Smith 6P For her continued effort and concentration 

throughout assessment week. 

Matthew Lehain  6P For his excellent questioning skills during 

History. 
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SENIOR SCHOOL 

 

 
 

Maths Revision Guides 
 

A lot of parents have been enquiring as to the best Maths Revision Guides – we would recommend: 
 
Collins New GCSE Maths Revision Guide and Workbook – Higher – ISBN 978-0007340996 
 
Collins New GCSE Maths Revision Guide and Workbook – Foundation – ISBN 978-0007340989 
 

Emma Glover 
Head of Mathematics 

Kooza – Cirque Du Soleil 
 

We are planning a trip for all Boarders and 
Flexi/Day Boarders in Years 7 and above to Cirque 
Du Soleil’s Kooza at the Royal Albert Hall on 
Tuesday 27th January 2015. Cirque Du Soleil’s 
shows are always spectacular with beautiful 
lighting, great voices of singers, amazing live 
music, great clowns and incredible acrobatic skill 
level- they are truly breath-taking.  
 
There are 30 places available and the cost of this 
trip is £35.00, which includes a packed tea, interval 
ice cream and travel. We will depart at 4.15pm and 
return at approximately 11.30pm. If you would like 
your child to attend please make payment via your 
Wisepay account.  
 


